ST.   PETERSBURG

I could, as a Prussian minister, no longer leave him the
illusion of his personal and political superiority. Hinc
irce. Immediately I began to step forward independently
as German, or Prussian, or as rival in the sight of Eu-
rope and in the records of political history, his benevo-
lence turned to disfavour.

Whether this change first commenced after 1870, or
whether it had escaped my attention before that year, I
must leave uncertain.    If the former was the case, I can
adduce as an honourable, and to a Russian chancellor a
justifiable motive, his error of calculation that the estrange-
ment between us and Austria would exist permanently
even  after  1866.    We readily supported the policy of
Russia in 1870 in order to release her from [the limita-
tions which the treaty of Paris had imposed upon her in
the Black Sea.    These were unnatural, and the prohibi-
tion of free movement on her own coast could not be long
endured by a Power like Russia, because it was a humili-
ation.    Besides which it was not, and is not, to our in-
terest to stand in the way of Russia turning her surplus
forces towards the East.    In our position and with our
historical development in Europe, we  ought to rejoice
whenever we find Powers in whom we encounter no sort
of competition of political interests, as is the case, so far,
with us and Russia.    With France we shall never have
peace; with Russia never the necessity for war, unless Lib-
eral stupidities or dynastic blunders falsify the situation.

At St. Petersburg, whenever I happened to be at one of
the imperial palaces of Sarskoe or Peterhof, if only to confer
with Prince Gortchakoff, who had his summer quarters
there, I used to find a lunch of several courses with three or
four kinds of excellent wine prepared for myself and a com-
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